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THE PURPOSE OF THIS MAGAZINE
The Palimpsest, issued monthly by the State 
Historical Society of Iowa, is devoted to the dis­
semination of Iowa History. Supplementing the 
other publications of this Society, it aims to pre­
sent the materials of Iowa History in a form that 
is attractive and a style that is popular in the best 
sense—to the end that the story of our Common­
wealth may be more widely read and cherished.
Benj. F. Shambaugh
\
THE MEANING OF PALIMPSEST
In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or 
other material from which one or more writings 
had been erased to give room for later records. 
But the erasures were not always complete; and 
so it became the fascinating task of scholars not 
only to translate the later records but also to 
reconstruct the original writings by deciphering 
the dim fragments of letters partly erased and 
partly covered by subsequent texts.
The history of Iowa may be likened to a pal- 
impsest which holds the records of successive 
generations. To decipher these records of the 
past, reconstruct them, and tell the stories which 
they contain is the task of those who write history.
$ P r ic e — 10 cents per copy: $1 per year: free to Members 
I A ddress — The State Historical Society, Iowa City, Iowa
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New Counties in I 843
According to the treaty of October 11, 1842, 
the Sauks and Foxes agreed to remove by the 
following May 1st to the west side of the line 
"running due north and south from the painted 
or red rocks on the White Breast fork of the Des 
Moines river, which rocks will be found about 
eight miles, when reduced to a straight line, from 
the junction of the W^ hite Breast with the Des 
Moines." The President was authorized to ap­
point a commissioner to survey the line north to 
the Neutral Ground and south to the boundary 
of Missouri, and to mark the line so that the 
Indians and white men might readily distinguish 
the boundary separating their possessions.
The treaty negotiators apparently misunder­
stood the Indians’ or traders’ description of the 
location of the red rocks. Following the treaty 
directions the survey commissioner could find no 
red rocks on the White Breast eight miles from 
its mouth. On the north side of the Des Moines
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River, however, about eight miles above the mouth 
of the White Breast, was a very conspicuous 
ledge of deep red sandstone, just such as would 
be a landmark known far and wide. Indeed, this 
was the only outcrop of red rock in that vicinity, 
situated near the center of section 35, township 
77 north, range 20 west. The line, as surveyed, 
ran about a mile and a half west of the meridian 
separating ranges nineteen and twenty.
The Sauk and Fox cession in October, 1842, 
was not approved by the United States Senate 
until late in the winter and the treaty was finally 
proclaimed on March 23, 1843, but Iowa settlers 
anticipated no delay in the fulfillment of the terms. 
There was, in fact, a rush of squatters into the 
new country on May 1st. The surveyor general 
had been instructed on April 4, 1843, to begin 
running the township lines, and by November 
many of them in the southern half had been lo­
cated. It was a “beautiful country,“ he reported, 
“and a heavy tide of population is rapidly rolling 
upon it for the purpose of bona fide settlement. 
Intelligence, industry, and enterprise are the char­
acteristics of that population.“
It was evident to the legislature of the Terri­
tory, before the treaty was ratified or the survey 
was begun, that provision should be made for 
local government in the new cession. On motion
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of Thomas Cox, the Council resolved on January 
18, 1843, to instruct the committee on Territorial 
affairs “to inquire into the expediency of so or­
ganizing new counties, in the late purchase from 
the Sac and Fox Indians of this Territory, so 
that the new counties, may elect Justices of the 
Peace, Constables, 6c., and be attached to the 
adjoining counties for other judicial purposes, and 
that said new counties, be laid off and governed 
by the west boundaries of the old counties, and 
by a line running from the north west corner of 
the counties west of the Indian boundary line”.
The committee, which consisted of William 
Patterson, Thomas Cox, and William H. Wal­
lace, considered the matter and on January 27th 
reported a bill “to establish new counties and de­
fine their boundaries”. After being amended by 
the judiciary committee, the bill was passed on 
February 2nd, apparently without opposition or 
debate.
As adopted by the Council, the measure created 
nine new counties and redefined the boundaries 
of three which had been established in f837 but, 
contrary to later practice, had included territory 
which had not then been ceded by the Indians. 
Counties created ahead of the public land survey 
were irregular in shape, but the boundaries of 
those established afterward followed township
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lines. Governor Lucas had insisted upon that 
principle in 1839. Thus, the size and shape of 
Iowa counties were no longer causes of serious 
controversy among the members of the legislature. 
It was comparatively simple to describe the new 
county boundaries in terms of township lines. 
Moreover, the committee which drafted the bill 
was directed to define the boundaries of the new 
counties in conformity with the western lines of 
the frontier row of old counties.
In naming the new counties the original bill 
honored several contemporary leaders in Iowa 
and national politics, as had been the custom. 
Already four counties had been named for Presi­
dents—Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, and Van 
Buren. Clayton, Buchanan, Linn, and Jones were 
members of Congress for whom Iowa politicians 
had expressed respect in county names. It was 
natural, therefore, that the proposed names of the 
new counties should follow the same pattern. As 
approved by the Council the bill named the 
new counties Davis, Clarke, Chambers, Harrison, 
Dodge, Lucas, Iowa, Wapello, Calhoun, Tecum- 
seh, and Black Hawk. The western boundary 
of Buchanan was altered indirectly but the bill 
did not contemplate reconstituting or renaming it.
In the House of Representatives the measure 
encountered opposition. Instead of correcting
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certain defects in the description of boundaries, 
however, the controversy seems to have centered 
upon the names of the counties. On February 
3rd, upon the second reading of the bill, Thomas 
Rogers of Dubuque County moved to table the 
measure, which would have killed it. When this 
motion was lost, Thomas McMillan of Henry 
County persuaded the House to consider the bill 
in the committee of the whole. Apparently, some 
questions could not well be decided by so large 
a group and so, after some discussion on Feb­
ruary 9th, the bill was referred to a special com­
mittee of one member from each Representative 
district.
When the special committee reported on Mon­
day, February 13th, the nature of the dispute was 
revealed in the journal of the House of Repre­
sentatives. A large faction believed that Indian 
names would be more appropriate for the counties 
than the names of political leaders. The com­
mittee, therefore, proposed a series of amend­
ments to that effect, most of which were adopted 
by the House. Appanoose was substituted for 
Clarke, Wapello for Chambers, Manaton for 
Harrison, Keokuk for Dodge, Mahaska for Lucas, 
Tecumseh for Iowa, Poweshiek for Wapello, 
Maquoketa for Calhoun, and Winani for Tecum­
seh. Only the name of Black Hawk was not
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challenged. Neither Musquakee nor Massaaskuc 
was acceptable in place of Davis, in honor of 
Representative Garret Davis of Kentucky, but 
Seponoma was finally substituted by a narrow 
majority.
Though the original bill had included four In­
dian names, the House proposed to apply three 
of them to different counties. Keokuk (assigned 
to the unorganized county west of Johnson in 
1837) was changed in the Council bill to Iowa, 
but the House substituted Tecumseh and shifted 
the name of Keokuk to the new county directly 
south. The Council named the county west of 
Iowa for Wapello, but the House applied that 
name to the county where Wapello’s village was 
located on the Des Moines River and substituted 
Poweshiek as the name of the county west of 
Iowa. The county north of Poweshiek, called 
Tecumseh by the Council, was renamed Winani 
by the House, and Tecumseh was substituted for 
Iowa.
After the Council had refused to accept the 
House amendments and the House had refused 
to recede, a conference committee agreed upon 
a compromise. The name of Benton was retained 
for the county west of Linn in place of either 
Calhoun or Maquoketa, and Davis was restored 
in place of Seponoma. Otherwise the House
r on
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prevailed in using Indian names. The Council 
insisted, however, in substituting the more appro­
priate Kishkekosh for Manaton, Iowa for Tecum- 
seh, and Tama for Winani. With the exception 
of Kishkekosh, which was renamed Monroe in 
1846, the names adopted for the counties created 
in 1843 were permanent.
Following the general resolution of the Council, 
the committee that drafted the original bill evi­
dently intended to make the new counties ap­
proximately the same size as the westermost old 
county in the same tier. Thus, Davis and Ap­
panoose were comparable to Van Buren in shape, 
Wapello and Kishkekosh contained twelve town­
ships (three townships high and four ranges 
wide), Keokuk, Mahaska, Iowa, Poweshiek, and 
Black Hawk were four townships square, while 
Benton and Tama, based on Linn, contained 
twenty townships (five high and four wide).
As finally adopted, some of the county bound­
aries defined in the act of 1843 were defective. 
Distracted, perhaps, by the controversy over the 
names, the legislature did not scrutinize the lan­
guage of the bill or verify the boundary descrip­
tions with an accurate map. Part of the trouble 
was due to the assumption that the western 
boundaries of the old counties, which were to be 
identical with the eastern boundaries of some of
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the new counties, were all township lines. A 
careful reading of previous legislation and con­
sultation of a map of the public land surveys 
would have revealed this misapprehension.
The statute creating Jefferson County in 1839 
designated “the Indian boundary line’ as the 
western boundary of the new county. This limit 
of the Sauk and Fox cession of 1837 was a di­
agonal line running from the northern boundary 
of Missouri about thirteen degrees east of due 
north. According to the act of 1843 the northern 
boundary of Wapello County began at the north­
west corner of Jefferson County on the line divid­
ing ranges eleven and twelve. But the northwest 
corner of Jefferson County was actually about 
five miles east of that point. The eastern bound­
ary of Wapello County was nevertheless de­
scribed as the line between ranges eleven and 
twelve. Even the southeast corner of Wapello 
County was a few rods west of the Indian line. 
This left a triangular area containing about fifty 
square miles which was technically not included 
in either county. By implication, however, Jeffer­
son County was extended to the line between 
ranges eleven and twelve.
Another source of ambiguity related to the un­
organized counties of Buchanan, Benton, and 
Keokuk, established in 1837, which extended
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westward across Indian lands to the Missouri 
River. Overlooking this fact, the framers of the 
act of 1843 located the northeast corner of Black 
Hawk County at the northwest corner of Bu­
chanan and fixed the western boundary of Black 
Hawk on the line between ranges fourteen and 
fifteen. This, of course, was impossible, because 
the northwest corner of Buchanan was on the 
Missouri River. Assuming, however, that the 
western boundary of Buchanan might have been 
located on the line between ranges ten and eleven, 
then both counties would have been the same size. 
This was apparently what the legislators had in 
mind, though they certainly did not say so, for the 
boundaries of Black Hawk were actually estab­
lished in accordance with this interpretation.
Benton and Keokuk counties, which, like Bu­
chanan, had been abnormal, were, unlike Bu­
chanan, definitely reestablished with standard 
boundaries. Benton County was reduced to the 
same size as Linn which it joined on the east. In 
describing the new boundaries, however, an error 
occurred. The north line was to run west to 
range (13) thirteen” and the west boundary was 
run from that point south to the corner of town­
ships eighty-one and eighty-two between ranges 
thirteen and fourteen. Thus, the south end of 
the west line would be six miles west of the north
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end. This inaccuracy also affected Tama County 
because its eastern boundary was defined as the 
western boundary of Benton. The wording of 
the law gave no basis for determining which 
meridian was meant. So much confusion resulted 
that the legislature in 1858 declared the line be­
tween ranges twelve and thirteen to be the true 
boundary, making Benton and Tama counties 
equal in size.
Whereas Keokuk County, between 1837 and 
1843, had bordered Johnson County on the west, 
the new act moved it one tier of counties south 
so that it was located directly west of Washing­
ton County. Only the northern tier of townships 
in reconstituted Keokuk County had been in­
cluded in the former county of that name. It 
was practically a new county, but technically it 
must be considered as an old one reduced in 
size and partially relocated; otherwise the former 
county of the same name would still exist be­
cause it was not specifically abolished.
In describing the boundaries of Davis County 
the word northwest was used where northeast 
was undoubtedly meant. It was a mistake easy 
to make and likely to be overlooked. Read liter­
ally, the sentence in which it occurred did not 
make sense. This error was corrected by the 
law in 1844 authorizing the organization of the
376 THE PALIMPSEST
government of Davis County, wherein the bound­
aries were redefined permanently.
A hundred years ago, in 1843, thirty-one 
counties had been created by law in the Territory 
of Iowa. Most of them were in their final form. 
Practically all the land which had been ceded by 
the Indians was divided into counties. As rapidly 
as possible the section lines were surveyed and 
the land was offered for sale. Settlement was 
most rapid in the southeastern portion of the Sauk 
and Fox cession of 1842; and consequently 
county governments were organized first in Davis, 
Wapello, Keokuk, and Mahaska counties. The 
others established in 1843 were temporarily at­
tached for political purposes to adjacent counties 
until the population justified locating a county 
seat and electing officials.
John Ely Briggs
Iowa in the Fifties
I have been mutch Deceived”, wrote Leander 
V. Loomis in A Journal of the Birmingham Emi­
grating Co., after a journey across Iowa in the 
spring of 1850. Instead of ‘rough country filled 
with scruby timber”, which he had expected to 
find, he observed “as fine Prairie as I ever saw, 
and we might as well say no timber at-all.” The 
absence of timber, he believed, would retard the 
settlement and agricultural development of Iowa. 
He expressed “fear” that the young men of his 
day would “see their heads grow white with age, 
before this great westery valley bettween the 
Desmoin and Missouri will be settled.” Peter D. 
Ridenour noted “the general impression”, in Iowa 
in 1854, “that one could not improve a farm with­
out timber”. ,
But in 1850 no one could “anticipate the 
wealth, and population, and influence for good or 
evil, that will be consecrated here,” according to 
“J. C. H.” of Dubuque, who wrote in the New 
York Observer. “Every day” he noted “new 
capabilities” for the sustenance of a large popu­
lation and “a spirit of enterprise among the peo­
ple” that gave “assurance” that Iowa would be-
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come fully improved”. A heavy influx of settlers 
to the State wrought tremendous changes before 
the end of the fifties. “G. G. R /\ who traveled 
across Iowa in 1851, wrote in the New York 
Times that the “rude, temporary cabins” of the 
settlers were then “a days journey apart”. The 
last 150 miles of the route to Council Bluffs was 
“almost uninhabited”, he stated. But when he 
made a similar journey four years later, he found 
“no longer the frontier”. Then even western Iowa 
was “fast filling up” with people from New Eng­
land and the Middle States. The broad prairies 
were becoming “cultivated farms”. Cabins were 
“giving place to frame and brick houses.” Settle­
ments were “extending and towns . . . spring­
ing up”.
In the fifties the onward and restless march of 
civilization leaped the waters of the Mississippi, 
“penetrating into every part” of Iowa, according 
to the Des Moines Journal. This was only nat­
ural for opportunities for settlement in the Hawk- 
eye State were “heralded” in the eastern press. 
In common with other newspapers, the National 
Intelligencer (Washington, D. C.) “always” con­
sidered its “columns well employed when made 
the medium of communications” which described 
“geographical and geological features, climates, 
natural products, progress of settlement, state of
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society, 6c.’ ' The Chicago Press “appropriately 
termed” Iowa “the Canaan of the emigrant” and 
added: “We have given many facts in illustration 
of this remark.” Moreover, other evidence to 
substantiate the truth of the statement was “com­
ing up every day”, the Press stated. Likewise, 
the New York Tribune “called the attention of 
. . . emigrating readers” to Iowa, where “a
prairie country, as good as any” only awaited 
“cultivators to make it a rich agricultural region”.
Subsequently, Iowa became “the great focus of 
emigration” in 1853 and 1854, according to a 
Davenport correspondent of the New York 
Tribune. He urged “good farmers to move there 
as soon as possible”. The river ports “thronged” 
with emigrants in 1856, the Fort Madison Plain- 
dealer reported, while the boats in 1859 were 
“loaded” with homeseekers according to the Du­
buque Weekly Times. “Ezel”, writing in the 
Missouri Republican (St. Louis) after a journey 
in Iowa, stated that he had seen “Teams string 
and line the way into every settlement,” in 1858. 
Arriving in Sioux City, he learned that its 800 
inhabitants had come “from almost every clime 
and country”.
Land was the bullion of nature which these 
emigrants sought in Iowa. By 1856 Iowa land 
had become “a plain matter of substantial invest-
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ments," the Chicago Press asserted, “sure . . . 
to yield a handsome return." Subsequently, land 
offices did an immense business. Seats on the 
stages from Dubuque to Decorah were reserved 
ten days in advance by men who sought to locate 
land there, the Press reported. Moreover, war­
rants were “pouring into the offices of the promi­
nent Land Agents." Consequently, the Chicago 
newspaper concluded, “Iowa will make wonder­
ful advances during the next five years." The 
New York Tribune reported that “many rushed" 
to the Sioux City and Council Bluffs land offices 
in 1856. In the latter city up to 10,000 acres were 
sold daily, according to the Chronotype. “Large 
numbers" of land agents, speculators, and actual 
settlers were “always on hand trying to get 
choicest land."
General Van Antwerp in a letter to the Keokuk 
Gate City stated that a daily average of two hun­
dred land sales was made at Fort Dodge in May, 
1857. “The bidding has been decidedly brisk", 
he wrote. About half the land sold at $1.25 per 
acre, but $1.50 was “common", and occasionally 
a quarter section brought from $2.50 to $2.85. 
Talladega County, Alabama, was “heavily repre­
sented by buyers", as well as the New England 
States, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illi­
nois, and Ohio. The transactions were for cash,
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since warrants were “inapplicable for locations at 
a public sale“. However, they could be used for 
private entry upon conclusion of the public sale, 
and General Van Antwerp predicted that what­
ever real estate remained would “be swept like an 
avalanche with land warrants“.
Nor was all the land purchased by “that host 
of undetermined molluscae styled agents’.“ The 
census revealed there were 32,716 males over fif­
teen years of age engaged in farming in Iowa in 
1850, while ten years later there were 88,628, as 
well as 27,921 others classed as farm “laborers”. 
The total population, which was less than 200,000 
in 1850, more than tripled in the next decade. 
Similarly, the census revealed only 824,000 acres 
of “improved” and less than 2,000,000 acres of 
“unimproved” farm land in Iowa at the opening of 
the fifties. Ten years later the improved lands 
had increased over four and a half times to 
3,792,000 acres while unimproved farms had mul­
tiplied over three-fold, to 6,272,000 acres. The 
increased value of livestock during the decade was 
another measure of progress. In 1850, all farm 
animals were valued at $3,689,000, but ten years 
later the value exceeded $22,476,000, a six-fold 
increase.
Iowa was beginning to assume a place among 
the important agricultural States before the Civil
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War opened. More than 400,000 hogs were 
marketed in 1856, for a total exceeding $3,000,- 
000. The same year corn production exceeded 
31,000,000 bushels, the New York Tribune 
stated. Thus Iowa had started to produce an ex­
portable surplus which meant "large quantities 
must necessarily seek some market on the Missis­
sippi ", according to Hunt's Merchants' Maga­
zine. Consequently, Lansing, McGregor, Clay­
ton City, Guttenberg, and other river towns be­
came important export points for wheat. About 
10,000 bushels "poured" into McGregor daily in 
1859. "It is all drawn thither from the interior by 
teams," the Dubuque Weekly Times reported, 
"which stretch like an army from the river west­
ward to Decorah and West Union, places nearly 
forty miles distant." Thus, while C. W. Lowrie 
of Keokuk wrote in the fifties that Iowa needed 
"strong arms, willing minds, and skillful hands to 
cultivate her rich, garden-like soil," the New 
York Tribune stated editorially before the end of 
the decade: "No state in the Union has made 
greater or more rapid advances . . . than she
has."
Nor were Iowans concerned with their corn, 
hogs, and wheat alone. The North Iowan 
(Osage) asserted that there were "28 colleges 
in Iowa in 1859. Included in the number was the
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State University which was training “a more in­
telligent class of teachers” and proving itself “a 
great advantage as well as an honor to our State,” 
the Council Bluffs Bugle wrote. Seminaries were 
started and the Marshall County Times noted 
that local newspapers “frequently . . . dis­
cussed the question of establishing a high school.” 
Indeed, the Dubuque Times asserted: “The edu­
cational privileges of Iowa, considering her age, 
are second to no State in the Union”. The Times 
concluded that the Hawkeye State was “truly 
progressive”. Mill dams had replaced beaver 
dams, and prairies where buffalo roamed “half a 
dozen years ago . . . are waving with do­
mestic grains of matchless fecundity”, it observed. 
“What a magnificent growth!” wrote the editor of 
the New York Tribune, “and her moral and intel­
lectual improvement kept full pace with her phys­
ical progress.”
T homas E. T weito
Custom Built Coffins
In most rural communities there are usually 
some farmers, men of more than ordinary genius 
and initiative, who develop interesting and profit­
able avocations. The Miller family, living about 
sixteen miles southwest of Iowa City, Iowa, pos­
sessed these characteristics.
Benedict Miller, imbued with the pioneer spirit 
of his ancestors in Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
moved from Ohio to Iowa in 1850. He was born 
in Maryland on May 20, 1815, and his wife, 
Barbara Gingerich, was born in Waldeck, Ger­
many, in 1816. They settled near relatives along 
Deer Creek in Washington Township of Johnson 
County. There Benedict not only managed a 
large farm but also tailored the clothes for his 
Amish neighbors and sawed the lumber for their 
buildings. His sawmill, driven by the water of 
Deer Creek, was an important community center 
for many years.
Benedict Miller’s sons owned their farms and, 
like their father, found avocations that enabled 
them to serve their neighbors. Daniel became 
widely known as a sawyer and thresher. A 
younger son, John, owned a blacksmith and ma-
384
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chine shop which drew patrons from near and far. 
The grandsons and great grandsons have con­
tinued the family tradition of specialization. 
Among them are sawyers, cabinet makers, a well 
driller, a miller, two dentists, several physicians, 
and four doctors of philosophy.
Perhaps none of Benedict's sons occupied a 
more important place in the community than did 
Jacob, for it was he who made the coffins in which 
his neighbors were buried. He first began this 
service as a side line in his regular wood-working 
shop. In the early days his coffins were neither 
expensive nor elaborate. The first ones were 
usually made of solid walnut and occasionally of 
cherry wood. Bleached muslin without padding 
was used for lining. There were no handles on 
the early models as they were carried with the 
aid of wooden bars. Later, when the demands 
for simplicity were no longer so exacting, black 
handles were added.
The average price of a coffin at first was eleven 
dollars; later it went up to fifteen. After Jacob’s 
son, Lewis J. Miller, took over the business, he 
charged thirty dollars for a coffin and ten dollars 
for a “rough box” or vault made of one-inch 
lumber. Finally, the price became fixed at forty 
dollars for the casket and twenty-five for the 
rough box.
386 THE PALIMPSEST
In those early days bodies were not embalmed 
and so the coffin had to be built with the greatest 
possible speed. Usually boards of different 
lengths had been smoothed so that it was possible 
to complete the casket in a day. By the next 
morning, the varnish having dried, the casket 
would be loaded on a spring wagon, covered, 
and delivered to the home where the dead body 
lay.
At first the one who came to order a coffin 
brought with him a measuring stick cut the exact 
length of the corpse. One time a rider, upon 
reaching Miller’s residence, was very much per­
turbed because the mule he rode had just bitten 
off the end of the stick. In the Miller shop there 
are at present nearly fifty of these measuring 
sticks. On many of them information has been 
written. One stick, for example, is marked “Jerry 
Kauffman wife July 20, 1880 10 23 TYi 13 
plenty high 12 will do.” The stick was five feet 
six inches long. The coffin evidently was to have 
a head clearance of ten inches, widening out to 
twenty-three inches at the elbows and then taper­
ing down to seven and one-half inches at the foot 
end. Later, strings instead of sticks were brought 
as measures of the corpses.
When, in 1940, the descendants of Joseph J. 
Swartzendruber met in reunion, the measuring
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stick for their ancestor’s coffin was shown. A 
half dozen grandsons then compared their height 
to that of the stick and discovered that all of them 
varied only slightly from the height of their 
grandfather.
As the years went by, the coffins lost some of 
their earlier simplicity. The rough boxes became 
heavier; one was ordered lined with tin to keep 
out the groundhogs. This request was prompted, 
no doubt, by the knowledge that bits of walnut 
wood had been carried to the surface of the 
ground from the dens of the groundhogs which 
were plentiful in the Lower Deer Creek Cemetery. 
The trustees of the church finally hired a veteran 
trapper and hunter, Barney Whetstine of Was- 
sonville, to trap and shoot all the groundhogs in 
the neighborhood of the cemetery.
Jacob Miller made and sold over three hundred 
coffins and his son, Lewis, has made 144 to date. 
But the neighbors now very seldom purchase 
homemade caskets. Occasionally an old man 
places his order for his own coffin, but his family 
generally refuses to use it. Dr. Glen R. Miller, 
son of Lewis J., and the source of much of the 
material in this story, related that one such indi­
vidual recently ordered his coffin and then de­
clared, “And I’ll see to it that they use it!’’
In the Amish community between Sharon
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Center and Kalona, Iowa, homemade caskets 
are still used. On funeral days one can see a 
light wagon carrying a covered coffin proceeding 
down the road toward the cemetery. Following 
the wagon will be the many buggies of the rela­
tives and friends who at the cemetery will pay 
their last respects to the departed one.
M elvin Gingerich
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Fulton (111.), mention of, 217, 218,
225
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Gager, Charles, relatives of, 42, 44 
Gager, Ernest, father of, 42 
Gager, Mrs. Helen, diary owned by, 44 
Gager, John T., 
article on, 41-58 
career of, 42, 43, 56 
diary of. 43-58 
lodge affiliations of, 43 
military adventures of, 43, 46-58 
Galena (111.), 
resident of, 353 
Stephen A. Douglas at, 315 
Galesburg (111.), debate at, 314-318 
Gardenier, Captain J . R. B., arrival of, 
at Port Des Moines, 171 
Ga rretso n , 0 . A., An Incident of the 
Oivil War, 348-351 
Gearkee, Henry, office held by, 159 
Geology,
interest of Mrs. Mirick in, 60 
teaching of, 287
Germans, migration of, 331, 362 
Germany, mention of, 65, 384 
Gillaspy, George, mention of, 194 
Gilliland, Archibald, meeting at home 
of, 94, 99
Gilmore, John, testimony of, 183 
Gilmore, William, testimony of, 182 
Gingerich, Barbara, home of, 384 
Gi n g e r i c h , Me l v in , Custom Built 
Coffins, 384-388 
Glasgow, resident of. 349 
Glass and McConologue, law firm of, 
176, 177 
Glidden,
American Legion at, 149 
churches at, 142, 148 
Merle D. Hay from, 141-153 
Glock, Waldo, activities of, 281 
Gold mine, Reynolds’s interest in, 209, 
214
Good Templars Lodge, members of, 43 
Good Times on the Diamond Jo, by 
W il l ia m  J. P e t e r s e n , 222-236 
Goodale, E. W., prayer given by, 234 
Gower, James H., services of, 304 
Gowrie,
drum corps of, 152 
elevator at, 126
Graham, W alter J ., contest entered by, 
343
Grain, shipment of, 205, 217, 218 
Grain dealers, association of, 125, 127, 
128
Grand Army of the Republic, Mount 
Vernon post of, 2 
Grand River, mention of, 164 
Grant, James, appointment of. 90 
Grant, Ulysses S., 
mention of, 41, 260 
service of. 255, 262, 264, 267 
Green, A. H., testimony of, 182 
Green, Edwin, testimony of, 183 
Green, J . L., record of, 250 
Greene County, mention of, 153, 341
Gresham, James,
military service of, 142, 144-146 
removal of body of, to America. 148 
Grimes, James W\, activities of, 315 
Grimes Hall (B urlington), Lincoln at, 
313, 317, 320
Grimm, Charles, slough of, 181 
Grimmius, Ben,
cornhusking record of, 335, 336, 
337, 341, 342. 346 
prize won by, 343
Grinnell, Josiah B., statements of, 109, 
114, 115
Grundy County, resident of, 335, 346 
Gurley, W. H. T., address by, 258 
Guthrie County, resident of, 346 
Guttenberg,
elevator at, 219 
exports from, 382
Hale, Mrs. Sarah J ., cook book by, 180 
Hall, Howard, favors granted by, 16, 
19
H a l l , R e e v e s ,
A Year of Victory, 255-266 
First Iowa Husking Meets, 333-347 
Oregon Fever, 93-104 
The Election of 1843, 301-312 
The Rockwell Cooperative, 116-129 
Hamilton, R. A., mention of, 148 
Hammill, John, speech by, 152 
Hance, Charles, stock sold by, 117 
Hancock County, farm er in, 183 
Handy, W. C., mention of, 215 
Hardm an, H. F., office held by, 118 
Harmon, Reul, cornhusking contest 
won by, 346
H arrisburg, William H. Wallace at, 
308
H arrison County, 
fair in, 245 
naming of, 368 
pioneers of, 237
Hastings, Sarah J., m arriage of, 106 
H athron, H ., testimony of, 183 
Haw-kaw-kaw, indictment of, 90, 91 
Hawaii, mention of, 65, 281 
Hawkeye State (steam boat), speed of, 
228. 229
Hay, Basil, brother of, 149 
Hay, Harvey D., 
son of, 142 
statement of, 150 
Hay, Mrs. Harvey D., 
illness of. 150 
premonition of, 142 
Hay, Merle D.,
article on, 141-153 
boyhood of, 142 
burial of, 146, 150 
letter of, 150
memorial services for, 148, 151-153 
military service of, 142-146 
monument in honor of, 151, 152 
road named in honor of, 151
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Hayden, H arrison, testimony of, 182 
Hayes, Samuel, death of, 298 
Haynes, Glenn C., speech by, 152, 153 
Headly, G. N., mention of, 94, 95
Hedges, Colonel Sam, mention of. 71. 
72
Heffley, Sergeant John, p rank  of, 190, 
10 X
Hello Central, by Carl B. Co n e , 73-81 
Helmers, 0 . C., mention of, 152 
Hemp, growing of, 326 
Ilenn, B ernart, mention of, 194 
H enry County,
A. C. Dodge in, 308 
election in, 311 
resident of, 369
Ilensel, John, first telephone of, 74 
Hensley, A. J.,
statem ent of, 87, 88. 89
Tegarden m assacre site located by. 
90
H erriott, F. I., letter to, 319 
Herron. George, daring  mission of, 155 
Hersm an, Lizzie B., 
m arriage of, 277 
mention of, 272
Hetfield, Robert, mill purchased by, 
354
Highland Prairie, location of, 359 
Highway Commission, work of, 153 
Hillsboro, troops from, 348 
Hinm an. A. C., telephone used by, 77 
Ho-gaw-hee-kaw, trial of, 90, 91 
Hogs, mention of, 136, 239. 382 
Holliday, Thomas, mention of, 201 
Holman. Reuben A., mention of, 117 
Home Guard, activities of, 263 
Homer, post office at, 200 
Hoover, Carl, contest entered bv, 343 
H ornaday, W. T.. donation by, '285 
H orr, Asa, donation by, 285 
H orticultural society, 
activities of, 16 
member of, 244
president of, 109 (see also Iowa 
State H orticultural Society) 
H orticulture, interest in, 62, 106-109, 
113
Hosford, A, P .( excursion trip  of, 234, 
235
Hot Springs (A rk .), 
railroad to. 210 
Reynolds at, 214
House of Representatives (Iow a), 
mention of. 110, 111 
House of Representatives (T errito r­
ial),
members of. 311 
work of, 368-370
House of Representatives (U. S.), 
Oregon bill in. 93, 94 
Howard, Olive McKean, mention of, 61 
Howard family, prank played on. 197- 
200
Hughes, W., telephone used bv, 77
H unt, H enry J ., relative of, 269 
H unt, M argaretta Leib, son of, 269
I. C. Sorosis, member of, 60 
Ida Fulton (steam boat), use of, 217 
Ihm, H erm ann, boats used by, 219 
Ihrke, Bob, prize won by, 343 
Illinois,
Lincoln-Douglas debates in, 313 
pioneers in, 93 
resident of, 316, 380 
Senator from, 320 
university of, 275 
Illinois College, professor at, 270 
Im m igrants, coming of, 323, 324 
Imperial (steam boat), mention of, 218 
Incident of the Civil War, by O. A.
Ga r r e t s o n , 348-351 
Independence Guardian, comment in, 
260
Indian  Agency, site of, 363, 364 
Ind ian  boundary line, location of, 367, 
373
Indian  names, use of, 370 
Ind ian  rock shelters, 
article on, 8-15 
description of, 8-10 
refuse found in, 9-13, 23-40 
Indian Rock Shelters, by Ch a rles  
R e u b e n  K e y e s , 8-15 
Indiana, residents of, 380 
Indianapolis ( In d .) , resident of, 272 
Indians,
article on, 815 
diet of, 30-35, 135, 136, 138 
massacre by, 82-92 
mention of, 5 
protection of, 83, 307 
relics of, 24-40 
treaty with, 365, 367 
Ingham  University, graduate of, 62 
Inkpaduta , w arning of, 186 
Inm an, John, elevator of, 118 
Iowa, (see also Iowa Territory) 
admission of, 301, 307 
attorney general of, 177 
colleges in, 17, 111, 382 
conditions in. 256, 379, 383 
cornhusking in, 333-347 
counties in, 365-376 
description of, 323-332, 352-364, 
377-383
exploration of. 14 
pioneers in, 93, 378, 384 
population of, 323, 381 
railw ay in, 128 
rock shelters in, 8 
Iowa City,
brewery in, 158
concert in, 154
conditions in, 327, 328
council of, 75, 159
fire protection in, 154-160
m anufacturing company in, 104
meeting at, 258, 308
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mention of, 186
newspaper at, 74, 95, 306, 331, 352 
Oregon fever in, 93, 94 
parade in, 304 
resident of, 95, 327, 384 
telephone in, 74-81 
waterworks in, 154, 160 
Iowa City Capitol Reporter, comment 
in, 306
Iowa City Pres*,
advertisement in. 154 
fire story in, 156 
Iowa City Republican, 
advertisement in, 74 
comment in, 257 
telephones advocated by, 76-79 
Iowa City Standard, comment in, 302, 
324, 326, 327
Iowa City Telephone Company, 
employees of, 79, 80 
exchange office of, 79 
Iowa County,
boundaries of, 372 
naming of, 370, 372 
resident of, 335
Iowa Democrat, establishment of, 331 
Iowa Farmer and Horticulturist, 
article in, 109, 110
Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
mention of, 60
Iowa in the Fifties, by T homas  E. 
T w e it o , 377-383
Iowa-Missouri boundary dispute, men­
tion of, 107
Iowa River, mill dam on, 327
Iowa State College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts,
establishment of. 110, 111, 112 
experiments by, 243 
graduate of, 60. 62 judges from, 339 
placque to, 115 
work of, 153
Iowa State H orticultural Society, 
formation of, 108 
offices in, 109
proceedings of, 106, 113-115 
Iowa Territory, 
agriculture in, 326 
counties in, 365-376 
courts of, 93
description of, 323-332, 352-364 
election in, 301-312 
fort in, 161-172 
legislation in, 366-369 
mention of, 95 
residents of, 301, 331, 366 
Iowa Transcript, letters in, 352-364 
Ioway Indians, mention of, 14 
Irish, John P., activities of, 154 
Irish, coming of, to Iowa, 323, 331 
Iroquois Indians, mention of, 14 
Italy, mention of, 65, 281 
Ivanhoe, name of, 18, 327, 328
J . S. (steam boat), name of, 221 
Jackson County,
conditions in, 327, 329, 332 
election in, 311 
nam ing of, 368 
rock shelters in, 8
James Shermari Minott, by Ch a r l e s  
R eu ben  K e y e s , 1-7 
Jarm an, Mary, mention of, 69 
Jeanette Roberts, (steam boat), men­
tion of, 218
Jefferson, National Guard from, 152 
Jefferson County, 
election in, 311 
establishment of, 373 
naming of, 368
Jessup, W alter A., mention of, 292
John O. Gault, (steam boat), use of, 
217
Johns, John, mention of, 197 
Johnson, Andrew, office held by, 118 
Johnson, John L., contest entered bv, 
343
Johnson County, 
boundary of, 375 
conditions in, 327 
election in, 311 
mention of, 104 
residents of, 306, 384 
township in, 94
Johnston Station, contest near, 339 
Johnstone, Edward, speeches by, 305 
Jones, George W., arrest of, 263 
Jones, I ra  W., mention of, 177 
Jones County.
conditions in, 327, 328, 332 
election in, 311 
naming of, 368 
rock shelters in, 8
Jordan, David Starr, influence of, 272 
J ordan , P h i l i p  D., The Stew Pan 
and the Spider, 130-140 
Joseph Reynolds, by W il l ia m  J .
P e t e r s e n , 205-214 
Josephine (steam boat), machinery of, 
216
Judges, selection of, 339
Kalona, settlers near, 388 
Kauffman, Mrs. Jerry , mention of, 886
Kearny, Stephen W., mention of, 163, 
168
Kendall, Nate E., proclamation of, 149 
Kentucky, 
food in, 132 
pioneers in, 93 
resident of, 370
Kenyon, George M., mention of, 158 
Kenyon, John, mention of, 45 
Keokuk,
newspaper in, 263, 265, 380 
resident of, 382 
telephones installed at, 74
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Keokuk County, 
boundaries of. 872 
establishment of, 374, 375 
nam ing of, 369, 370 
organization of, 373, 376 
resident of, 346
Keokuk Gate CUy, comment m, 265, 
380
Keosauqua,
meeting at, 807 
newspaper at, 331 
Kern, Dewey D., mention of, 141 
K e y e s , C h a r l e s  R e u b e n ,
Excavation and Contents, 16-40 
Indian Rock Shelters, 8-15 
James Sherman Minott, 1-7 
Killeen, John, mention of, 211, 213 
Kirkwood. Samuel J ., activities of, 
258. 262
Kishkekosh County, boundaries of, 372 
Knights of the Golden Circle, activities 
of, 262
Know Nothing Club, member of, 297 
Kohn. Ralph, interest of, in an thro ­
pology, 17-40 
Kokishmo (chief), 
activities of. 362 
village of, 357, 358
Lady Pike (steam boat), use of, 217
Lamb, Lafayette, excursion trip  of, 
225. 231 
Land,
agents of, 324, 380 
g ran t of, 93, 307 
sale of, 324, 380, 381 
Lansing,
arrival of Diamond Jo at, 229 
exports from. 382 
mention of, 206, 216 
Lansing (steam boat), history of, 206, 
216
Layson Island, visits to, 281 
Leadbetter. C. H ., excursion trip  of, 
231, 235
Leambert Cemetery, burial at, 351 
LeClaire House, location of, 330 
Lee, Robert E., mention of, 41, 260 
Lee County, 
election in, 311 
population of, 332 
resident of, 305, 335, 341, 343, 346 
Lee County Democrat, comment in, 331 
Leib, John L., activities of. 269 
Lenox College, graduate of, 61, 63 
Libbie Conger (steam boat), trips made 
by, 220
Lincoln. Abraham, 
abilities of. 817 
advice of, 255 
proclamation of, 256 
reference to. 257 
troops callea by, 265 
visit of, to Burlington, 313-322
Lincoln at Burlington, by B en  H ur 
W il s o n , 313-322
Link, Marion, cornhusking contest 
won by, 347 
Linn County,
conditions in, 327, 328 
location of. 370, 372 
nam ing of, 368 
rock shelters common in, 8 
L iterature, club program s on, 65 
Little H ill’s band, mention of, 87 
Little Turkey River, location of, 356 
Litzenburger, Charles, concerts given 
by. 77, 78
Lizard Creek, mention of, 191, 197 
Locofocoism. opposition to, 302 
Logan, resident of, 243 
Lookout Mountain, mention of, 48, 264 
Loomis, Leander comment by, 377 
Lotspeich, David Wesley,
apple trees planted by, 239, 240 
article on, 237-247 
daughters of, 237 
orchards of, 237-247 
wife of, 246
Lotspeich, K athryn, activities of, 237, 
247
Lotspeich, Rose, activities of, 237 
Lotspeich, Ruth, activities of, 237 
Lott, Henry, career of, 186, 187 
Louisa County, resident of, 346, 347 
Lovell, Lisle R., club a t home of, 66 
L o v ell , M iria m  F ay , The Monticello 
Friday Club, 59-70 
L o w e, R a lp h  P .,
candidacy of, 302, 306 
mention of, 316 
recommendation of. I l l  
Lower Deer Creek Cemetery, condi­
tions in, 387
Lowrie, C. W., comment by, 382 
Lucas, Robert,
activities of, 71, 368 
county named for, 368 
Lyon, Charles W., office of, 177
Macbride, Thomas H.,
building named for, 287, 295 
comment by, 294 
influence of, 276, 292 
McGaheran, J . B., meeting held in 
granary  of, 116
McGilvra, L. E., activities of, 117, 118 
McGregor, mention of, 209, 234, 382 
McGuire, J. F., mention of. 235 
McManus, Thomas, office held by, 118 
McMillan, Thomas, influence of, 369 
McMullen. Francis, office held by, 118 
McNutt, George L., article by, 128 
Magnolia, trip  to, 237 
Mahaska County, 
boundaries of, 372 
nam ing of, 369 
organization of. 376 
resident of, 343
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Mahoney, D. A newspaper of, 263 
Maiden Rock (W is.), mention of, 231 
Mail service, slowness of, 57 
Man, The, bv W il s o n  L. T aylor , 
293-300
Manaton, name of, suggested for 
county, 369, 372
Maquoketa, name of, suggested for 
county, 869, 370
Maquoketa River, rock shelters on, 10 
Marion, residents of, 328 
Markley J . E. E .f mention of, 177 
Marshall County, resident of, 343, 346 
Marshall County Times, comment in, 
383
Marshalltown,
ball team from, 248-254 
residents of, 254 
telephones installed at, 74 
Mary Morton (steam boat), passenger 
service of, 220
Mason, Timothy, laboratory of, 353 
Mason City,
banker of, 118 
residents of, 176, 177, 180 
Massaaskuc, name of, suggested for 
county, 370
Massacre, article on, 82-92
Meade. General George G., activities 
of, 261, 267
Menominee Indians, activities of, 362 
Merle D. Hay, by R ay Murray , 141- 
153
Merrill, H. A., law suit of, 176 
Messerole, C. G., letter by, 126 
Methodist church, building of, in 
Marion, 328. 329 
Metzger, A. E., excavating by, 90 
Meyer, Charles, mention of, 18 
Miller, Benedict, activities of, 384, 385 
Miller, Daniel, activities of, 384 
Miller, Errol, testimony of, 16 
Miller, Glen R., comment by, 387 
Miller, Jacob, activities of, 385, 387 
Miller, John,
activities of, 384, 385 
mention of, 200
Miller, Lewis J., activities of, 385, 387 
Miller, O. C., record of, 250 
Miller, William R.. claim of, 187 
Mills County, resident of, 346 
Millville, site of, 354, 356 
Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad, 
grain shipped on, 205 
Milwaukee Public Museum, pottery re ­
storers at, 40 
Minneapolis (M inn.), 
excursionists at, 232 
residents of, 125, 126 
Minnehaha Falls (M inn.), excursion­
ists at, 232 
Minnesota,
Indians in, 29, 364 
Reynolds in. 207
Minnesota Packet Company, 
business principles of, 208 
Lansing bought by, 206, 216 
mention of, 205 
reorganization of, 208 
Minnesota River, mention of, 233 
Minott, Jam es Sherman, 
article about, 1-7 
boat livery established by, 3 
death of, 3
exploration of cave of, 7, 10, 16-40 
military service of, 2 
M inott’s Rock Shelter, 
excavation of, 16-40 
surroundings of, 19 
Mirick, Kate Curtis, activities of, 60, 
61
Missionary Ridge, capture of, 264 
Mississippi River,
condition west of, 256 
crossing of, 353 
excursions on, 222-236 
mention of, 83, 105, 164, 203, 263, 
323, 363
settlement along, 330, 331, 355, 356, 
363
voyage on, 272 
Missouri,
boundary of, 71, 107, 365, 371 
residents of, 93, 316 
Senator from, 93
Missouri Compromise, repeal of, 321 
Missouri River,
Indian  lands near, 373 
mention of, 93, 164 
settlement along, 377 
Mitchell, John E., activities of, 350 
Moffitt, F rank, mention of, 74, 75, 79 
Money, T. J . t activities of, 243 
Monona, justice of the peace at, 90 
Monona County, 
fair in, 245 
land in. 237, 239, 244 
Monroe County, naming of, 372 
Monticello, literary club in, 59-70 
Monticello Express, quotation from, 59 
Monticello Friday Club, 
article on, 59-70 
members of, 59, 61, 64 
programs of, 64-70
Monticello Friday Club, The, by 
M iriam  Fay L ovell , 59-70 
Morrow, Henry, mention of, 156, 158, 
159, 160
Morton, Mary E., m arriage of, 207 
Mount Pleasant, 
rally at, 256 
troops from, 348 
Mount Vernon, 
mention of 16 
Minott’s lire in, 1-7 
Mount Vernon Haiokeye, mention of, 2 
Mulberries, orchard of, 239 
Murray, Henry, mention of, 158, 159 
Murray , R ay, Merle D. Hay, 141-153
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Muscatine,
Foster in, 107
mention of, 94, 104, 105, 186, 191, 
223
newspaper at, 221, 331 
rally at, 256 
science academy at, 107 
M uscatine County,
agricultural society of, 107 
election in, 311 
resident of, 347
M uscatine Journal, mention of, 221 
Musquakee, name of, suggested for 
county, 370
National bank, attitude toward, 307 
National cornhusking contests, w in­
ners of, 345, 346 
National Guard mention of, 152 
National Intelligencer, comment in,
378
National Museum,
employee of, 273, 280 
specimens in, 275, 283 
Naturalist, The, by W il s o n  L. T ay­
l o r , 278-284
Neal, Marie E., m arriage of, 2 
Neutral Ground, 
boundary of, 364 
fort built in, 83 
survey of, 365 
use of, 84
New  Counties in 1 8 4 3 , by J o h n  E ly 
B riggs , 365-376 
New England,
residents of, 378, 380 
study of, 64
New Ham pshire, mention of, 62, 105, 
361
New Jersey, resident of, 252, 353 
New Purchase, description of, 325 
New York, resident of, 42, 62, 252, 
358
New York Observer, comment in, 377 
New York Times, comment in, 378,
379
New York Tribune, comment in, 379, 
380, 382, 383 
Newlin, J . J., farm  of, 339 
Newspapers,
articles in, 323-331, 352-364 
comment in, 377-383 
num ber of, 331
Nichols, Edwin, testimony of, 182 
Noel, J . B., telephone used by, 77 
N o r e m , E n o ch  A., The Clear Lake 
Outlet Feud, 173-185 
Normal school, location of, 238 
North W estern Union Packet Com­
pany,
competition of, 219 
establishment of, 208 
N orthern lights, display of, 279 
Northrop. Lillian Kendall, club meet­
ing at home of, 66
Noyes, Agnes Mathews, interests of, 
61, 62
N utting, Anna, mention of, 270 
Nutting, Caroline, mention of, 270 
N utting, Charles Cleveland, career of, 
269-300
N utting, Mrs. C. C., death of, 293 
Nutting, Charles, J r ., mother of, 294 
Nutting, Edwin, mention of, 270 
Nutting, Elizabeth, activities of, 293 
N utting, Helen, mention of, 270 
Nutting, Millicent, mention of, 270 
Nutting, Rufus, activities of, 269, 270, 
272, 276
Nutting, William, activities of, 270, 
273
Nutting, Willis, 
comment by, 290 
mother of, 294
Oberlin College, student at, 61 
O’Connor, Patrick, execution of, 353 
Ogden, D. H „ mention of, 76 
O’Hanlon & Son, telephone used by, 77 
Ohio, resident of, 252, 331, 380,’ 384 
Ohio River, mention of, 46 
Ole Bull and the Fire, by Carl  B. 
Co n e , 154-160
Ol l i v i e r . L ois  Ma r ie , The Orchards, 
237-247
Olmstead, Baldwin, activities of, 363 
Olmstead, P. P., mention of, 90 
Oquawka (111.), Lincoln at, 315, 317, 
318
Orchards, The, by L o is  Ma rie  Ol l i ­
v ie r , 237-247
Ordway, G., record of, 250 
Oregon, emigration to, 93, 94, 95 
Oregon Emigration Society, 
constitution of, 95-103 
powers of, 97, 98
Oregon Fever, by R eeves  H a l l , 93- 
104
Orme, Gertrude, mention of, 154 
Ofrear, William, 
activities of, 89 
site of cabin of, 85 
Osage, newspaper at, 382 
Osprey (steam boat), passengers on, 
323
Osterdock, site of, 354 
Otoes, mention of, 14 
Ottawa (111.), debate at, 314 
Oxford, mention of, 81
Palisades,
rock shelter near, 3, 6 
state park  at, 18 
tavern at, 6
Palmeter, Dwight, testimony of, 182 
P an ther Creek, location of, 362 
P arker, J . M., record of, 250 
Patterson, Frank, occupation of, 80 
Patterson, William, services of, 367
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Paul, Dallas, cornhusking record of, 
344. 345
Peaches, growing of, 239, 246 
Pears, Suel Foster authority on, 114 
Peck, Dudley, stream named for, 358, 
359
Pederson, John E., cornhusking record 
of, 335, 336
Pennsylvania, residents of, 191, 380, 
384
Peoria (111.), commission houses in, 
125, 126
Perley, C. C., wife of, 62 
Perley, Sarah Pennim an, activities of, 
61. 62
Pershing, John J . statement of, 148 
Petersen. Charles L., advertising work 
of, 220
P e t e r s e n , W il l ia m  J . t
Come to the Turkey Valley, 352-364 
Good Times on the Diamond Jo, 222- 
236
Joseph Reynolds, 205-214 
The Diamond Jo Line, 215-221 
Town and Countryside in 1843, 323- 
332
P e t e r so n , H arold D„ Boyhood at 
Fort Dodge, 186-204 
Peterson, Henry, cornhusking contest 
won bv, 347
Phelps, S. S., home of, 319 
Phil Sheridan (steam boat), speed of, 
228. 229
Philadelphia (P a .),
Centennial Exposition at, 73, 74 
resident of, 353
Philomathian L iterary Society, mem­
ber of, 272
Pi Beta Phi Iowa chapter of, 60 
Picnics, homing of, 337, 339 
Pioneers,
coming of, 377-383 
food of, 130-140
Pittsburg Landing (Tenn.), battle at, 
348, 349
Pittsburgh Dispatch, article in, 128 
Plums, growing of, 239, 244, 361 
Polk County, mention of, 111, 347 
Population, increase in, 323, 364, 381 
Pottery, finding of, 12, 16, 22, 36-40 
Poweshiek County, 
boundaries of, 372 
naming of. 369 
resident of, 343 
Prairie du Chien (W is.).
Diamond Jo built at. 224, 225 
mention of, 205, 206, 216
Presbyterian Church, mention of, 270, 
297, 328, 329
Presidents, counties named for, 368 
Price, Eliphalet,
activities of. 353, 354 
marriage of, 354 
Price, Hiram, address by, 258
Prologue to a Career, by W il so n  L. 
T aylor, 269-277
Pryce, S. D., telephones ordered by, 74
Quincy (111.), debate at. 314, 316 
Quincy (steam boat), renam ing of, 221
Raccoon Fork,
Fort Des Moines on. 161 
mention of, 163, 167, 168, 169, 172 
Raftboats, use of, 222 
Rainbow Division, chaplain of, 149 
Raspberries, planting of, 239 
Raymond, S., record of, 250 
Reads Landing, mention of, 233 
Red Rocks, boundary marked by, 162, 
365
Red W ing (M inn.), barge left at, 231 
Reid, Hugh T., mention of, 816 
Republican Party, mention of, 264, 
316
Rettler, Leo, cornhusking contest won 
by, 346
Reynolds, Blake, gold mining of, 209 
Reynolds, Isaac, mention of, 207 
Reynolds, Joseph, 
article on, 205-214 
Diamond Jo captained by, 224-236 
m arriage of, 207 
nickname of. 205, 207, 208, 212 
railroad built by, 210 
wealth of, 212
Reynolds, Joseph, by W il l ia m  J .
P e t e r s e n , 205-214 
Rhodes, Milton, activities of, 350 
Richardson, Emily Nichols, home of, 
68, 69
Richman, J . W., partnership of, 106 
Richter. Alfred, mention of, 154 
Rickelman, John, cornhusking record 
of, 341-346
Ridenour, Peter D., comment by, 877 
Rider, A. J.. office held by, 159 
Ridgeway, Robert, services of, 274, 
275
Robb, W. E .f 
service of, 149 
speech by. 149, 150 
Roberts. Alvin, cornhusking contest 
won by, 347
Robertson, Charles, activities of, 273 
Rochester, activities at, 309, 330 
Rock Island (111.), mention of, 105, 
223, 252, 315, 326 
Rock Island Railroad, “ Grand Excur­
sion” of, 223 
Rock shelter,
excavation of Minott’s, 16-40 
meaning of, 8. 9 
refuse in, 12, 13, 22-40 
Rockey, Dr. A. E., telephone U 6 e d  by, 
77
Rockingham, activities at. 71, 330 
Rockwell, article on cooperative at, 
116-129
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Rockwell Cooperative, The by R eeves  
H a l l . 116-129
Rogers, J . W., excavating by, 90 
Rogers, Thomas, mention of, 269, 305 
Rohn, Jenn ie  Babcock, activities of. 
63, 68, 69
Ross, E arle D., statem ent of, 107, 110 
Rounsberg, Rasmus, land rented bv, 
238
Rounsberg, Soren, land rented by, 238 
Rumors of War, by J ,  M. D. B u rro w s , 
71-72
Sac County, resident of, 153 
St. Louis (Mo.), mention of, 105, 168, 
220. 244, 326, 332, 364, 379 
St. M ary’s Church, priest of, 74 
St. Paul (M inn.), mention of. 220, 223 
St. Paul (steam boat), receipts of, 221 
Salem,
cemetery at, 351 
troops from, 348
Salter, William, comment by, 319, 321 
Sauk and Fox Indians, 
activities of, 161, 172 
lands held by, 323, 373, 376 
mention of, 83, 84 
treaty  with, 161, 162, 168, 365, 
366, 367 
villages of, 164 
whisky sold to, 162 
Saunders, S. L., telephone used bv, 77 
Sawmill, operation of. 361, 384 
Sawyer, Fred, firemen’s uniforms p u r ­
chased by. 159
Schell, W . J., telephones ordered by, 
7 4
Schenk, Caspar, speech by, 151 
Scherf, E. J., testimony of, 184 
Schmitt, Dr. Waldo L., comment bv, 
280
Schools, interest in, 237, 238 
Scofield, J., activity of, 235 
Scott County,
conditions in, 327, 330 
election in, 311 
farm ers in, 325 
militia in, 71, 72
Second Fort Des Moines, The, by J o h n  
E ly B riggs . 161-172 
Second Iowa In fan try , member of, 255 
Senate (Iow a), mention of, 111 
Senate (U. S .), mention of, 93, 313 
Seponoma, name of, suggested for 
county, 370
Seydel. John, mention of, 77, 79 
Sharkey, John, prize won by, 343 
Sharon Center, settlers near, 387, 388 
Shelby County, fa ir in. 245 
Sherman, Sarah Secrest, background 
of, 59, 60, 61
Sherwin, John C., mention of, 182, 
185
Shiloh, battle of. 255. 258, 348, 350 
Shrader, W. E., telephone used by, 77
Sidney (steam boat), renam ing of, 221 
Sidominadota,
mention of, 186, 195 
m urderers of, 187 
Sigmund, Jay , excavation by, 17 
Sioux City, settlers at, 379, 380 
Sioux Indians,
encampment of. 187 
mention of, 14, 83, 84, 164, 186, 
187
relinquishm ent of land by, 194 
Sirrine, Fred, testimony of, 181 
Sirrine, James, fish trap  built by, 179 
Skellev, Chloe Carson, paper by, 67 
Slavery, discussion of, 256, 313 
Smith, H. I., money borrowed from, 
118
Smith, William, office held by, 118 
Sm ithsonian Institu tion, N utting em­
ployed by, 273, 274, 280, 283 
South English, resident of, 263 
South Sea Islands, study of, 65, 278 
Southwestern Iowa H orticultural So­
ciety, member of, 244 
Spalding, A. G., activities of, 252 
Spirit Lake Massacre, people killed in, 
82
Spring Hollow, location of, 6 
Squatter sovereignty, discussion of, 
321
Stagecoach, transportation by, 380 
Stanek, Fred, cornhusking contests 
won by, 345, 346 
Stars and Stripes, editor of, 264 
State Conservation Committee, per­
mission of, 19 
State University of Iowa, 
activities at, 383 
bulletin of, 282
C. a  N utting at, 276, 285-292 
regents of, 286 
studies at, 280 
Statehood, opposition to, 301 
Steamboating, article on, 215-221 
Sterling (steam boat), mention of, 218 
Stevens, Oscar, mention of, 178 181 
Stew Pan and the Spider, The, by 
P h i l i p  D. J ordan , 130-140
Stewart, J . H., Lincoln introduced by, 
319
Stillman, Elizabeth Cowles, activities 
of, 61, 63
Stodgell, Lee, cornhusking contest won 
by, 346, 347
Stoner, Dayton, activities of, 281 
Stoner, Mrs. Dayton, activities of, 281 
Story County, 
college in, 111 
prize won by, 343 
resident of, 341, 343, 347 
Stotler, Ted, field trip  of, 17-40 
Strawberries, planting of, 239 
Streckfus Company, Diamond Jo Line 
sold to, 215, 2 2 i
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Stuhler, Alice Kint, club activities of, 
66
Stuhler, Imogene Dunliaui, club ac­
tivities of, 67, 69
Stuhler, Lillian Haley, paper read bv, 
67
Sucker State (steam boat), speed of, 
228, 229
Suel Foster, by A. T. E r w in , 105-115 
Sumner, E. V., arrest made by, 90 
Supreme Court (Iow a), mention of, 
174, 184, 185
Supreme Court (T errito ria l), case ap­
pealed to, 91
Supreme Court (Ü. S .), decision of, 
313
Sutherland, H. B., activities of, 225, 
230
Swartzendruber, Joseph J., descend­
ants of, 386, 387
Swift, A. R., contest entered by, 343 
Switzer, David, mention of, 95, 103, 
104
Switzer, F., record of, 250 
Tague, Clyde, cornhusking contest won 
by, 346
Tally, Cyphart, activities of, 263 
Tama County,
boundaries of. 372 
establishment of, 375 
naming of, 372 
T aylor, W ilso n  L.,
At the University, 285-292 
Prologue to a Career, 269-277 
The Man, 293-300 
The Naturalist, 278-284 
Teachers, train ing  of, 383 
Tecumseh, name of, suggested for 
county, 368, 369, 370, 372 
Tegarden, Henry, 
cabin of, 84, 86, 89 
children of, 86
massacre of. 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 362 
partner of, 86
Tegarden, Mrs. Henry, refuge sought 
by, 87
Tegarden Massacre, The, bv W alter  
H. B eall . 82-92 
Telegraphy, interest in, 252 
Telephone,
article on, 73-81
company for, 75, 76, 79, 80
concerts given over, 77, 78
directory of, 76
first sentence spoken over, 73
installation of. in Iowa City, 73, 74
inventor of, 73
use of, 76-79
Templeton, Luna Farwell, activities of, 
61, 62, 69
Tennessee River, crossing of, 47, 349 
Thayer, E. H.,
letter from, 226-230, 232, 236 
position of. 224, 235 
Theobald, Fred, mention of, 158
Theology, interest in, 269 
Thomas, A. O., activities of, 281 
Thomas, Chauncy, testimony of, 184 
Thomas, Eloise B rainerd, vocal selec­
tions by, 67
Thomas, S., instrum ent played by, 231 
Thornberry, J . H., telephone used by,
Thorson. John A., cornhusking of, 341. 
343
Tidal Wave (steam boat), mention of, 
218
Tiffin, mention of, 81 
Tipton, activities at, 309, 330 
Towboats, use of, 222 
Town and Countryside in 1843, by 
W il l ia m  J .  P e t e r s e n , 323-332 
Treaty of 1842, terms of, 365, 366 
Treston, J . E., office held by, 118 
Triangle Club, mention of ’ 297, 298 
Trowbridge, Samuel, activities of, 304 
Tucker, A. G., mention of, 158, 159 
Turkey, wild, resort of. 358 
Turkey River,
branch of, 359. 360, 362 
fort on, 82
Ind ian  village near, 358 
settlements near, 354, 356, 364 
valley of, 352-364
T w e it o , T homas  E„ Iowa in the 
Fifties, 377-383
Umpashota, mention of, 192, 196 
Union Army,
enlistment in, 41. 42, 203, 255 
food served by, 55, 56 
inspection of,’52 
paying of, 53, 54 
religious service of, 52 
Union Pacific Railroad, services of. 
253
United States,
Congress of, 104 
dragoons of, 161, 162 
Fish Commission of, 283, 285 
House of Representatives of, 93, 94 
immigrants to. 324 
President of, 307 
Senate of, 93, 168, 366 
steamboat inspectors of, 225 
W ar Department of. 163-170 
Utah, missionary in, 269
Vail, T. N., activities of, 249-254 
Van Antwerp. Ver Planck, 
activities of, 309 
comment bv. 306, 380, 381 
Van Buren County,
agricultural society of, 326 
election in, 311 
naming of, 368 
population in, 332
Van Etten, Bernard, testimony of, 16 
Ventura, farmer of, 184 
Vicksburg, capture of, 256, 257, 258, 
260. 262, 267
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Vidette Reporter, comment in, 276, 
285
Voneiff, J .  E., mention of. 230 
W ahkonsa, friendliness of, 196 
W ahkonsa House, mention of, 192 
Wallace, H enry A., 
activities of, 245, 336 
comment by, 338, 339 
office of, 333, 334 
Wallace, William H., 
activities of, 309, 367 
candidacy of, 302, 306, 307, 308, 
312
speech by, 310 
Wallaces’ Farmer,
cornhusking contest fostered by, 
335, 337, 338, 344 
editor of, 245, 333, 334 
Wapello County, 
boundaries of, 372 
description of, 325 
nam ing of, 368, 369, 370 
organization of, 376 
Wapello’s village, site of, 370 
W arner, George, activities of, 187, 
189, 190, 191 
W ashington, D. C.,
A. C. Dodge at, 312 
mention of, 2, 64, 282 
newspapers of, 378 
Washington (steam boat), o r i g i n a l  
name of, 221 
W ashington County, 
election in, 311 
nam ing of, 868
W ashington Territory, resident of, 312 
W ashington Township, settlers in, 384 
Wassonville, resident of, 387 
Waterloo,
ball game at, 248-254 
residents of, 251 
W aterworks, agitation for, 154 
Wau-kon-chaw-neek-kaw, tria l of, 90, 
91
Wayman, William W., stream named 
for, 361
W ebster County, 
courthouse in, 203 
history of, 203 
hunting  in, 196, 197 
residents of, 197, 346, 347 
Welch, W. J ., telephone used by, 77 
Wells, George, letter of, 125, 126 
W est Union, mention of, 43, 90, 382 
Westgate, mention of, 83 
W hetstine, Barney, activities of, 387 
W hetstone, J . H ., telephone used by, 
77
W hig Party , activities of, 301, 302, 
303, 305, 306, 309, 311
W hite B reast fork, location of, 365, 
366
W hite Collar Line, mention of, 209, 
219
Wicks, Orville, cornhusking contest 
won by, 346
Wilcox, Franklin , cabin of, 85, 187 
Wilcox, Captain J . B., Lansing under 
command of, 206 
Williams, J . L., record of, 250 
Williams, Jam es B., activities of, 186- 
204
Williams, Jesse, mention of, 194 
Williams, Joseph, mention of, 186 
Williams, M. K., record of, 250 
Williams, William, 
activities of. 188-202 
family of, 186, 202, 203 
Willis, Eloise, m arriage of, 293 
W il s o n . B e n  H u r , Lincoln at Bur­
lington, 313-322 
Wilson, Thomas S., tria l by, 91 
W inani, name of, suggested for countv. 
369. 370
W innebago Indians,
hostilities of, 87-91, 362 
location of, 84. 355, 364 
mission for, 82 
school for, 82, 83 
W inneshiek County, fort in, 82 
W inona (M inn.), mention of, 231, 233 
Wisconsin
Reynolds in, 207 
Territory of. 312 
W innebago Ind ians from, 84 
W isconsin River, mention of, 206 
With Gager in Georgia by W a l t e r  H. 
B e a l l . 41-58
W itwer, Robert, mention of, 176, 177
Women’s Clubs, Iowa Federation of, 
60
Wood, J . B., testimony of, 184 
Wood, M. D., hotel owned by, 155 
Woodbine, normal school at, 238 
Woodbury County, fa ir in, 245 
Woodruff. P„ record of, 250 
Woods, S. C., Fort Dodge surveyed bv, 
194
Woodward, William G., mention of, 
316
Woodworth, Frank, mention of, 229, 
231
World W ar I,
article on, 141-153 
mention of, 65
World W ar I I ,  all-out effort in, 326 
W right County, resident of, 346 
W urzbacher, F rank B., wife of, 61 
W urzbacher, Lena Spaulding, home of, 
61
Wylie, Robert B., mention of, 281, 292
Year of Victory, A, by R eeves  H a ll , 
255-266
Yellow Springs, resident of, 315
Young. R. S., office of, 180
Young, William, mention of, 230. 231
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